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Bio-diversity of Apollo Bay 
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+ ADDITIONS TO PROGRAM 


Dave King 12 


John James 14 
Ade Foster 14 
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Leader: Joe Hubbard 
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“Lerderderg Revisited” 


Discussion on plants from last excursion 
Leader: Rohan Bugg j 
Ron Rixon 
“Threatened Waterbirds of Victoria" 
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PLANT GROUP REPORT 


... Joe Hubbard 


The meeting of 9/2/99 focussed upon 
planning for 1999. 


e Program. Guest speakers will be 
rehabilitated. Consideration will 
be given to late afternoon 
evening alfresco workshop 
meetings during summer 
time. Workshops will 
remain an integral part of 
the program. 

e Botanic Guardian Project. 
Surveys of the Inverleigh 
and Bannockburn 
cemeteries will be wound 
up. This work was made 
difficult because of the 
continuing dry seasons but 
a reasonably 
comprehensive report can 
still be made to the DNRE. 

e Specimens and 
Observations. The writer 
displayed photos of white 
Short Purple-Flags 
Patersonia fragilis, Valda 
Dedman reported on the 
Common Nardoo Marsilea 
drummondii which is doing 
well in the  Jerringot 
wetland and Dick 
Southcombe was 
rapturous | about the 
Veined  Sun-orchids, 
Mountain Greenhoods and 
Grass Triggerplants found 
on the Baw Baws. And of 
course someone produced a 
mystery plant which no-one could 
identify. A couple of Willie 
Wagtails led Winston Huggins and 
dog up the garden path by using 
the old broken wing, distressed 
bird trick. 

e Good to see Richard Mason 
among our number, if only briefly. 

* dui 


A change atthe їор... 


With his term as Bio-diversity Group 
Convenor having come to an end, 
Ade Foster has stepped down. The 
group would have been very pleased 
with his enthusiastic and capable 
management style. 


March 1999. 


We welcome Dennis Greenwell as 
the new Group Convenor and feel 
sure that the. group members will 
benefit from the considerable 
knowledge which Dennis hides under 
that quiet exterior. 


Any queries should be directed to 
Dennis whose telephone number will 
appear on the inside rear cover of 
each issue. 

o 


CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY 
... Jenny Drummond 


It's now ten years since the first Clean Up 
day and again it is hoped that as many 
Club Members as possible, who do not 
have other long weekend commitments, 
will find some time to lend a hand with 
this worthwhile initiative. 


As usual, the Club, will be concentrating 
on the Jerringot Wetland which has sadly 
been neglected recently with regard to 
rubbish collection, because of the 
personal circumstances of the regular 
GFNC.'Garbos. Anyone who would like 
to lend a hand can meet me at the Bird 
Hide at any time between 9.00 a.m. and 
noon on Sunday 7th March. 


For those who live at some distance from 
Jerringot, you may prefer to go to one of 
the sites nearer your homes, details of 
which will be published in the Geelong 
Advertiser. 


O 


|o Lie pcd bc eee ЖЫ! | 


We have moved... 


Dave and Betty King have taken the 
big step of leaving Portarlington, after 
many. years, to reside in Abervale 
Retirement Village. 


At least one member has had 
difficulty in obtaining their telephone 
number from Telstra so to make it 
easier for members the number is: 


5243 9136 
Address: 
Unit 216/86 Church St 
Grovedale 3216 


We hope that Dave and Betty are 
happy in their new surroundings. 
o 


EXCURSION NOTICE 


... Joe Hubbard 


Sunday 21st March. 
Volcanoes and Lakes. 
Leaders: Ron Mole.5243 4651 
Joe Hubbard iu 
9.00 am. Leave Karingal. 
Bus (bookings essential) 
pooling if necessary. 
10.00 Arrive Colac. Brief 
stop for nervous travellers. 
10.25 Arrive  Pomborneit 
(about 30 km W of Colac).. 
The morning will be spent 
exploring the basalt lava flow 
area around Mt Porndon (a 
Scoria cone). 


and car 


12.00 To Camperdown 
Botanic Gardens (lunch) via 
Lake  Purrumbete (fresh 


water maar lake with outlet) 
and view the twin maar lakes 
of Bullenmerri and Gnotuk. 
These are water filled craters 
left by volcanic eruption and 
ringed by volcanic material. 

1.00. Lakes north of 
Camperdown which should 
include Lake  Milangil, a 
chain of lakes east of it which 
includes a fresh water 
wetland fed by springs (most 
lakes аге saline), Lake 
Terangpom and home to 
Geelong via Cressy and the 
Hamilton Highway.. All these 


lakes аге reserves 
surrounded by private 
property. 


Bring your usual excursion survival 
gear, binoculars, telescope (if lucky 
enough to have one!) and a torch. 


Planning is well advanced with the 
assistance of Craig Murdoch and 
Phillip de Gueslin (DNRE) and Robert 
Missen (GFNC). 


Changes could be made to program 
because of lake water levels and bird 
numbers and private property!. Lakes 
open to shooting will be avoided. 

m 


MARCH 


... Joe Hubbard 


A Little Tern Goes a Long Way; 
Beaut Walk 12; And Also. 


A Little Tern goes a long way. 
Bird behaviour brings a lot of 
information to the experienced 
birder who may interpret this 'Ahh! 
| know why’ or “I know which’, while 
lesser lights wonder why or which 
and are left to ask questions or to 
consult field guides or more 
extensive tomes. 


A recent diary entry shows how a 
couple of lesser lights were 
introduced to new behaviour (for 
us) and a new species (for us) 
which left us asking the basic 
questions of why and which. 

“Not far on we were attacked by 
two Little Terns noisily chasing off 
a seagull. Then, on seeing us, they 
swooped low over us and one 
defecated all over Val — a rather 
generous helping! After several 
more attacks (dry) the birds lost 
interest and settled down on a 
broad expanse of low sand dunes 
and bare, windswept areas which 
extended to beach and breakers. 


While all this was taking place a 
Red-capped Dotterel was trying to 
distract us using the broken-wing 
act. 


Toward the ocean, flocks of waders 
were feeding at wave-edge whilst 
others roosted among the sand 
dunes and broken ground and like 
all the L.G.B.’s, blending into the 
background with only movement 
revealing their presence. 


| thought they were all Red-necked 
Stints and it took some time to 
discover the slightly bigger, whiter 
looking birds among them. Similar 
birds were feeding at the ocean's 
edge and as the waves retreated, 
they scurried out to forage, 
retreating at the run when the next 
wave swept in. 


Some birds were ringed and 
carelessly | paid little attention to 
species, ring colours, or on which 
legs they were carried — which | am 
regretting now as | confess to my 
ineptitude!". 
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Bottom Lines 

e Terns and Sanderlings at 
Nelson 18-12-98 and eagles at 
Bridgewater Lakes 20-12-98. 

e Two Wedge-tailed Eagles 
hunting rabbits, one carrying a 
short, stout stick. After a while it 
dropped the stick into some 
long grass from which it was 
retrieved. Then it continued to 
circle carrying stick. One of 
those ‘why’ questions? Yes — | 
know — probably going to belt a 
bunny with it! 

e L.G.B’s. Little, grey and please 
yourself as far as the ‘B’ is 
concerned. 

e A postscript. After discussing 
the tern episode with the Bird 
Group | am starting to wonder 
which tern | was looking at. The 
joys of birdwatching! 


Beaut Walk 12 

This an easy walk and drive around 
Barwon Heads. If you are travelling 
from. Geelong on the Barwon 
Heads road, nearing Barwon Heads 
the road cuts through the Lake 
Connewarre State Game Reserve. 
Stop here and look left for the 
silvery-grey foliage of the Wilsonia 
which patterns the carpet of orange 
and red glassworts. After you have 
admired this and asked 'Why have 
| not seen this before?', drive on. 


Commence your walk from the car 
park opposite the pub (west end of 
bridge) and take the  footpath 
towards the jetty and café. At the 
jetty you can descend to the beach 
and exposed reefs (low tide of 
course) which are a favoured place 
for resting seabirds. If you are 
lucky, amongst the Crested Terns 
you may find a few Common 
Terns. 


Look for the cliff stairs. This is your 
return route but if the tide is in this 
is the only way you can continue. 


Proceed along the beach (a bit 
rough in places) and around the 
Bluff sitting on its shore platform. 


Check the cliff face for the 
successive layers of ancient sand 
dunes overlying an even older 
basalt flow from Mt Duneed, 13 km 
away. 

While here, do some rock-pooling. 
Up the next stairs, right turn to take 
the cliff-top path above the Bluff 
back to the aforementioned cliff- 


stairway. Look around this small 
patch of coastal scrub for the 
Singing Honeyeater. 


lf you want more, follow the 
Barwon River upstream (north) as : 
best you can and as far as you can 
where you will find the start of the 
Lake Connewarre State Reserve, 
White Mangroves, a Spiny- 
cheeked Honeyeater and in the 
right season, Imperial White 
Butterflies, the latter two around 
some beautiful specimens of 
Moonah. 

Still not satisfied? Well, you are 
hard to please! 


Bottom Lines 

* Arrange your visit to coincide 
with low tide апа tourist 
numbers. 

e The Wilsonia is an attractive 
mat plant with silky-white bell 
shaped flowers and tiny fleshy 
leaves. |t flowers from 
September to December. 

e The Singing Honeyeater looks 
grey-brown with а distinctive 
black eye band with a yellow 
flash underneath. 

• The Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater 
looks a lot like a wattlebird but 
its pink dark-tipped bill soon 
tells you it is not. 

e Crested Terns have yellow 
beaks and the Common have 
black. At this stage check your 
field guide. 


And Also 
e Growling Grassfrogs at Jerringot 
along with a healthy population 


of Common Nardoo - ап 
interesting plant! 
e Spotless Crake - seen at 


Jerringot '97 - '98, maybe '99. 

e Swifts — a plenty. 

e Magpies - active, flocks, 
carolling, ‘display’ flights. 

e Fantails, Grey and Rufous 
moving through. 

e Spinebills in fuchsias. 

e Banded Stilts in salt lakes and 
saltworks. 

e Double-banded Plovers arrive. 

e Butterfly watching — a Wanderer 
in Newtown, any your way? 

e Breeding Plumage — waders on 
show before they fly north. 

e Gang-Gangs arrive. 

e Lorikeets — would’nt mind a 
dollar for each one in Geelong! 

e Tree frogs — Calling in gardens. 

m) 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 


... Barry Lingham 
March 1999 


| have recently attended several meetings where various important items were discussed. 


The Program Subcommittee has met to draft the preliminary Program for 1999/2000. We have planned for 
a wide variety of speakers, campouts and excursions. Many of our members will be asked to assist in the 
leading of excursions or campouts over the next month. We all appreciate the efforts of those who are _ 
prepared to help out with these activities. 


At tonight’s meeting, Ray Baverstock will present a motion regarding the suggested subscription fees for the 
next Club year. Ray has analysed the figures from last year and interpreted the effects that variations in 
income and expenditure will have on our funds. We will vote on his recommendations tonight. 


The committee has also investigated possible capital expenditure that could occur over the next three 
years. We have prioritised the items and come up with some suggested purchases. These will be 
discussed in detail at the April AGM. 


Items and approximate costs are: 


Upgrading Plant Books $2200 (money raised by Botanic Guardians projects) 
New Display Stands $500 
Global Positioning System $300 
Computer/Modem $600 
Updating non-bird/plant books $500 
HANZAB Bird books $800 
Microscope/video $1500 
"Life of Birds" videotape $80 


Environment Expo 99 


In June 1998, The GFNC, the GEC and the City of Greater Geelong hosted the very successful 
Environmental Expo at the Deakin University Woolstores Campus. 


This event was probably the major activity undertaken by the GFNC in the past year. Most of the 
organisation was carried out by Dick Southcombe and Valda Dedman with lots of assistance from our 
members. 


Because of the success of the 1998 Expo, it has been decided to hold the event once again this year. It will 
be held in the first week of June, opening on Tuesday the 1st and continuing until World Environment Day 
on Saturday 5" June. 


The theme of this year's World Environment Day will be "Our Earth, Our Future - Save It". This is a broad 
topic and the many local environment based groups will be asked to set up displays relating to this theme. 


The City of Greater Geelong will be assisting in the display of information relating to how we can help 
reduce the Green House gas emissions through energy efficiency and careful design of new homes. 


COGG will also be hosting major exhibitions relating to improvement in the quality of storm water entering 
our local waterways and also in reducing general waste and recycling material. 


The main themes that the GFNC will be promoting relate to the understanding and preservation of our local 
flora and fauna. We will be setting up displays featuring photos and posters plus exhibits such as 
aquariums and specimens. 


All this promises to be a very exciting week. We already have many members who have volunteered to 
become involved in this undertaking, but we need as many as possible to help out so that the tasks can be 
shared around. Please contact Barry or Dick if you can help out in any way - we can inform you of the 
things that need to be done. 


More information will be passed on to members as it becomes available. 


BIRD GROUP REPORT 


... Barry Lingham 


February 23'7 1999 


The speaker for this evening was 
our own Craig Morley. The title of 
Craig's talk was “Hattah in Spring" 


Hattah-Kulkyne National Park is a 
wonderful place to visit as it offers 
many different habitats to explore 
or simply enjoy. Hattah also gives 
you the chance to see some 
wonderful and different species. 


Hattah-Kulkyne national Park has 
been formed by combining two 
adjacent but contrasting areas into 
a single unit which has a great 
diversity of habitats. The former 
Hattah Lakes National Park 
consists mainly of sandy, semi- 
desert country supporting extensive 
stands of mallee and a small 
section of overflow lake system. 
The addition of the Kulkyne Forest 
in 1980 was a significant increase 
to the park’s area. It includes the 
Chalka Creek overflow system with 
its many lakes, billabongs and 
meandering waterways, large areas 
of floodplains, numerous sandy 
ridges and open, sandy plains that 
do not have the dense mallee 
cover of the Hattah area. 


The addition also gave the park a 
32 km frontage to the Murray 
River. The main entry point to the 
park is located 495 km from 
Melbourne, 38 km north of Ouyen 
and 71 km south of Mildura. The 
total area of the park is about 
48000 hectares. 


The lake systems require an inflow 
of flood waters from the Murray 
every 3 to 4 years if the lakes are 
not to dry up completely. The 
recent dry years have led to most 
of the lakes drying out. 


Craig showed slides of the birds he 
saw at the following locations and 
habitat types. 
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Birds of the 
Billabongs 
Nip Nip Waterhole 
Hoary-headed Grebe 
Lake Hattah 
Pelican 
Lake Mournpall 
Pied Cormorant 
Little Pied Cormorant 
Little Black Cormorant  ' 
White-necked Heron 
White-faced Heron 
Great Egret 
Rufous Night Heron 
Yellow-billed Spoonbill 
Chestnut Teal 
Wood Duck 
Black-fronted Plover 
Lake Konardin 
Great Cormorant 
Chalka Creek 
Black Duck 
Grey Teal 
Black Box Waterhole 
Black-tailed Native Hen 
Red-kneed Dotterel 
Lake Hattah Campsite 
Peaceful Dove 
Pink Cockatoo 
Regent Parrot 
Yellow Rosella 
Red-rumped Parrot 
Boobook Owl 
Tawny Frogmouth 
Laughing Kookaburra 
White-browed Babbler 
Weebill 
Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater 
Noisy Miner 
White-winged Chough 
Magpie-lark 
Grey Butcherbird 
Australian Raven 
River Red Gums 
Mallee Ringneck Parrot 
Little Corella 
Welcome Swallow 
Tree Martin 
Little Eagle 
Whistling Kite 
Sacred Kingfisher 
Grey Shrike-thrush 
Blue-faced Honeyeater 
White-plumed Honeyeater 
Little Friarbird 
Mistletoebird 
Native Pine /Scrub 
Nankeen Kestrel 
Mulga Parrot 
Pallid Cuckoo 
Horsfields’ Bronze-Cuckoo 
Splendid Wren 
(Black-backed) 
Variegated Wren 
(Purple-backed) 
Inland Thornbill 


Lakes and 


Chestnut-rumped Thornbill 

Yellow Thornbill 

Southern White-face 
Pine-Belah/Mallee 

Red-capped Robin 

Rufous Whistler 

Crested Bellbird 

Singing Honeyeater 

Yellow-plumed Honeyeater 

Jacky Winter 
West of Lake Konardin 

Chestnut-crowned Babbler 

White-fronted Honeyeater 
Mallee 

Collared Sparrowhawk 

Brown Goshawk 

Spotted Nightjar 

Mallee Emu-wren 

Black-faced Cuckoo-Shrike 

White-eared Honeyeater 
Buloke/Grassland 

Richard's Pipit 

Spotted Harrier 

Brown Falcon 
Buloke/Scrub 

Crested Pigeon 

Red Wattlebird 

Grey Currawong (black wing) 
Black Box 

Brown Treecreeper 

Apostlebird 

Pied Butcherbird 
Overhead 

Rainbow Bee-eater 

Masked Woodswallow 

White-browed Woodswallow 

Wedge-tailed Eagle 

Australian Hobby 


Thanks to Craig for providing 
another of his interesting and well 
presented talks on this fascinating 
region of Victoria. 


Next Meeting (March 23'4) 

Marilyn Hewish will be speaking on 
"Lerderderg revisited" . Note that 
this talk was originally scheduled 
for February. Marilyn will give 
details on the study she has made 
on the birds of Lerderderg Gorge. 
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GEELONG FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 
REEDY LAKE STUDY 
Report compiled by Trevor Pescott 


14 Victoria Terrace, Belmont, 3216. 
for the Reedy Lake Study Group. 


The study into the ecology of Reedy Lake, part of the Lake Connewarre-Lower Barwon system continued through 1998. 
Bird-counts, on the lake shore between the outlet regulator and Moolap Station Road, were carried out each second 
month. Invertebrates were also collected on four occasions. 


The results are summarised below. 
(For background into the study, and earlier study results, see Geelong Naturalist, Vol.33 No.10, March 1998) 
5. Thursday 12 February, 1998. 


No boat used. 

Water level at regulator 0.28m. 

Water temperature 20°C(surface) 19°C(at 0.3m depth). 

Water turbidity slight with visibility greater than depth. 

Weather warm to hot, light VV wind increasing in strength, cloud cover developing in late morning. 


Amphibians 
None recorded. 


Fish 
Southern Pygmy Perch collected; also a shoal of c50 unidentified fish (hardyheads?) in the channel below the regulator. 
Large numbers of European Carp downstream of the breakwater in the river. 


Invertebrates 
Waterboatman (Anisops sp.), dragonfly larvae (Aeshna brevistayla), damselfly larvae (Austrolestes analis)and the 
snails Physastra gibbosa and /sidorella newcombi all common. Other invertebrates scarce. Two protozoans were found 
but not identified. 


Birds 

36 species, 733 individuals. 

Waterbirds were best represented by a flock of 107 Australian Shelducks on the Big Hole. There were 52 teal also 
present, but only 14 swans. Bitterns were not recorded. Migratory waders were scarce with only three Greenshanks and 
no other species seen. 

Passerine numbers were again high. 


6. Thursday 9 April, 1998 


No boat used. 

Water level at regulator 0.03m. 

Water Temperature 9°C (surface) 8°C(at 0.3m depth). 

Water turbidity high, visibility to 0.3m depth, due to disturbance of detritus by waterboatman, and by algae and 
considerable numbers of Protozoa. 

Weather cool, overcast, light S-W wind. 


Amphibians 
None recorded. 


Invertebrates 

Waterboatman (Micronecta sp. and Sigara sp.) and mosquito larvae (Culex sp.) were common. Damselfly larvae 
(Austrolestes analis), beetle (Helechares sp.), bug (Diplonychus sp.), collembola (Hypogastrura sp.) and the snail 
Phygastra gibbosa were all uncommon. Protozoa (four species) were identified for the first time in this study. 


Birds 


36 species, 735 individuals. 

Waterbirds in small numbers due to extremely low water level in the lake. Black Swans (51), Australian Shelducks (60) 
and teal (42) were counted. The shallow Big Hole provided ideal habitat for cormorants, herons and a large number 
(19) of Great Egrets. - 


Raptors were plentiful with 17 individuals (5 species) listed. 


Very few migratory waders (only 23 Greenshanks) were present because the shores were too dry. Passerines were 
again plentiful with Superb Fairy-wrens (45), chats (77), skylarks (56), swallows (38) and cisticolas (46) listed. 
(Continued on page 6) 
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(Continued from page 5) А 


7. Thursday 11 June, 1998 


No boat used. 

Water level at regulator 0.245m. 

Water temperature 6°C (surface) 5°C (at 0.25m depth). 
Weather cloudy, cool, overcast, light north wind. 


Amphibians 
Common Froglet Ranidella signifera common, calling. 


Invertebrates 

Daphnia common with many gravid females. Collembola Xenyella sp. and a shrimp in the Eusiridae family were also 
present in large numbers. Other invertebrates collected by hand-net were the Copepod (Microcyclops sp.), 
waterboatman (Micronecta sp.), caddisfly larvae and seed-shrimp. Five species of protozoa were also collected. 


Birds 
44 species, 1324 individuals. 
Waterbirds were not plentiful with Black Swan (184) in fair numbers. Pacific Black Ducks (49), Australian Shelduck (2) 


and a mixed flock of 20 teal were also seen. There were White-faced Herons (11), bitterns (3), Great Egrets.(2) but only 
4 ibises. 


Raptors were abundant with five species and 17 individuals. 


As usual, passerines were particularly common with a flock of 640 Common Starlings leading the numbers. There were 
large numbers of White-fronted Chats (79 a conservative count), cisticolas, skylarks and 16 Flame Robins. 


8. Thursday 13 August, 1998 


No boat used. 

Water level at regulator 0.36m 
Weather cool, overcast, light east wind. 
No invertebrate count 


Amphibians 
Common froglet - many calling 


Vegetation 
Water-buttons (Cotula sp) flourishing in the shallows, but there has been heavy grazing there, mainly of Water-ribbons 
(Triglochin sp.), probably by swans. There are few other plant species growing here. 


Birds 

35 species, 1701 individuals 

Of the waterbirds, only Black Swan (309) and Pacific Black Duck (121) wre plentiful. Reasonable numbers of Australian 
White Ibis (67) and Straw-necked Ibis (401). Five Stubble Quail, Australasian Bitterns (5), Whistling Kites (3), Black- 
fronted Dotterels (9), Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoos (3) and Flame Robin (1) were the most interesting species seen. 


It was difficult to be sure how many Swamp Harriers were present because not all could be seen at once. However, by 
combining the numbers recorded from the lake area near the regulator and that closer to Moolap Station Road, the 
figure of 11 is adopted. All of the bitterns were flushed from the shallow water between the reed-beds and the shore, in 
the area from Fitzgeralds Road to the windmill. 


Yellow-rumped Thornbill nesting. 
9. Thursday 8 October, 1998. 


No boat used. 

Water at regulator 0.36m. 
Weather unsettled, some rain. 
No invertebrate count. 


Vegetation 


The cracked clay soil between Fitzgeralds Road and the windmill channel has a dense cover of water-buttons, 
groundsel, water-ribbons (not grazed as last count), some cumbungi, blown-grass, Eleocharis and other sedges. 


(Continued on page 7) 
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(Continued from page 6) 


Birds 
32 species, 633 individuals. 


March 1999. 


The only waterfowl were Black Swan (74) and two Pacific Black Ducks. White-faced Heron (4), Australian White Ibis 


(2), Straw-necked Ibis (73), Yellow-billed Spoonbill (10) and Royal Spoonbill (5), but no bitterns. 


The count of Swamp Harriers (13) may have involved some duplication of counts by different observers but there was a 


minimum of seven. 


Superb Fairy-wren (building) and Welcome Swallow were nesting. - 


10. Thursday 10 December 1998. 


No boat used 
Water level at regulator 0.48m. 


Weather fine, warm, light north breeze. Temperature 16?C -20?C. 


Water temperature 20°C (surface) 18°C (at 


0.48m depth) 


Water turbidity - visibility greater than current depth. 


Amphibians 
Common Froglet R. signifera common. 


Invertebrates 


Waterboatman (Plea sp. and Anisops sp.), bug (Sigara sp. and Naucoris sp.), dragonfly (Aeshna brevistayla adult and 
Aeshnidae sp. larva), damselfly (Argiocnemis rubescens adult and Coenagrionidae sp. larva) were common. 


Birds 
46 species, 856 individuals 


Highlight missed by most observers - two Brolgas that flew into the shallows near the Big Hole. 


Stubble Quail (4) seen towards Moolap Station Road. 


Waterfowl more plentiful - Black Swan (51), Australian Shelduck (36), Pacific Black Duck (26), Australian Shoveler 
(20), Chestnut Teal (2) and 12 unidentified ducks. 


No bitterns but White-faced Heron (15), Australian White Ibis (19), Straw-necked Ibis (2) and Royal Spoonbill (2). 
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper (22), Black-winged Stilt (14) and Masked Lapwing (111). 


Golden-headed Cisticola nesting. 


REEDY LAKE BIRD LIST 
20.9.97 30.10.97 


Stubble Quail 
Black Swan 517 104 
Australian Shelduck 20 12 
Pacific Black Duck 53 
Australasian Shoveler 10 8 
Grey Teal 200 103 
Chestnut Teal 400 1. 
Pink-eared Duck 1 
Hardhead s 20. 5 
Hoary-headed Grebe S. .: 
Little Pied Cormorant 1 
Pied Cormorant 
Little Black Cormorant 1 43 
Great Cormorant 3 
Australian Pelican 2 18 
White-faced Heron 22 
` Great Egret 2 2 
Australasian Bittern 2 2 
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Yellow-billed Spoonbill 
Black-shouldered Kite 
Whistling Kite 
White-bellied Sea-Eagle 
Swamp Harrier 
Brown Goshawk 

Little Eagle 

Brown Falcon 
Australian Hobby 
Peregrine Falcon 
Nankeen Kestrel 
Brolga 

Purple Swamphen 
Latham's Snipe 
Common Greenshank 
Red-necked Stint 
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 
Curlew Sandpiper 
Black-winged Stilt 
Red-necked Avocet 
Red-capped Plover 
Black-fronted Dotterel 
Red-kneed Dotterel 
Masked Lapwing 
Silver Gull 

Caspian Tern 
Whiskered Tern 
Spotted Turtle-Dove 


Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo 


Galah 

Red-rumped Parrot 
Blue-winged Parrot 
Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo 
Superb Fairy-wren 
White-browed Scrubwren 
Striated Fieldwren 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill 


Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater 


White-plumed Honeyeater 
New Holland Honeyeater 
White-fronted Chat 
Flame Robin 

Willie Wagtail 
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Australian Magpie 

Little Raven 
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Richard's Pipit 

House Sparrow 
Red-browed Finch 
European Greenfinch 
European Goldfinch 
Welcome Swallow 
Clamorous Reed-Warbler 
Little Grassbird 
Golden-headed Cisticola 
Silvereye 

Common Blackbird 
Common Starling 
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BIO-DIVERSITY GROUP EXCURSION - FEBRUARY 1999 
... Dennis Greenwell 


After a week of hot weather, it was a refreshing change to be at Point Roadknight for our February 
Biodiversity Excursion. The rain which was falling horizontally at times with the help of the wind, was 
particularly 'refreshing'! 


However, the inclement weather didn't last and we spent the first couple of hours fossicking around the 
rock pools and above the tide line. As we have noted on previous visits at this time of year, there were 
swarms of Kelp Flies, particularly around the rocks out of the wind. These insects lay their eggs in the 
seaweed that is brought in by the tide and left in such a position, usually by abnormally high tides or wind 
action, that the larvae can complete their metamorphosis without being washed away. 


Further up near the dunes, we collected a number of flying insects including, what appeared to be a very 
large iridescent blowfly, some 18 mm long, and a small dark cicada, probably Pauropsalta mneme, the 
‘Ticker’, that was valiantly holding onto the Marram Grass in the strong wind. 


Midday was fast approaching, so we decided to head inland to Distillery Creek Picnic Ground, in the 
Angahook State Forest, where we had our lunch and then went for. а pleasant walk in the afternoon 
sunshine. Along one of the tracks our attention was drawn to the trunk of a wattle tree. Some ants were 
removing the debris or 'frass' that was clogging the tunnels formed by wood boring larvae. It was 
interesting to see how each ant brought one piece of material to the entrance of the hole and with great 
deliberation, dropped it to the ground below. We wondered whether the ants were clearing out the tunnels 
for nesting purposes, or to get to the larvae that had made them. There always seem to be unanswered 
questions ! 


The remainder of the afternoon was spent walking through the bush and simply enjoying the sights, sounds 
and smells in the company of good friends. We returned to the car park around 4.00 p.m., before heading 
for home. | 


oO 
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REPORT ON BAW BAW 
SUMMER CAMPOUT 
... Alison and Phil Watson 


In January a very successful 
campout at Mount Baw Baw was 
attended by twenty people.. We 
stayed at the Skali Ski Lodge which 
was extremely comfortable and 
accommodated us all very well. 
We looked out over the flower 
covered ski runs and had good 
views of the bird life in the nearby 
trees. 


The flower displays were stunning - 
beautiful vistas of pink Grass 
Trigger Plants and white Snow 
Daisies. In the sphagnum bogs 
there were masses of blue Veined 
Sun Orchids - hundreds of perfect 
specimens all wide open in the sun. 
Other flowering plants included the 
candle-like spikes of Candle 
Heath, Mauve Leek Orchid, Alpine 
Mint-bush, Alpine Bottlebrush and 
carpets of pale blue Sky Lilies. The 
shapes and colours of the snow 
gums were spectacular. 


There was no need to walk far to 
find all sorts of interesting plants. 
On Saturday we must have made 
some sort of record in the number 
of hours we took to walk very few 
kms! We were following the trails 
used in winter by the cross country 
skiers. Considering the weather 
was extremely hot, it was a good 
thing we didn't walk too far. The 
sphagnum moss's capacity to hold 
water is amazing - in places you 
couldn't stand still for long without 
sinking into water. 


On Sunday, Kathy and Peter 
Strickland, authors of Sup-Alpine 
Flora of the Baw Baw Plateau, 
walked with us to meet up with the 
Friends of Baw Baw who had their 
annual wildflower walk. We met at 
Currawong Flat where Allan 
McMahon from the Friends group 
gave us an informative talk on the 
area. We then divided into two 
groups to take a more detailed look 
at the sensitive sphagnum moss 
area with their knowledgeable 
guides. To avoid a longish walk 
through the moist sphagnum 
vegetation, one group did:a 'bush 
bash' to reach Pauciflora Flat, 
which was quite a challenge in 
itself. On the Flat at the waters 
edge we found some rare plants - 
Creeping Coprosma and 
Spreading Clubmoss. 


The forested area just below the 
Alpine Village, was explored on 
Monday, and we found masses of 
Alpine Greenhoods in patches on 
cleared areas, along the roadside. 


Evening entertainment included a 
wonderful slide show of Wilma and 
Graham's recent trip to Laos and 
one of Graham’s sailing trips to the 
Bass Strait Islands. Spotlighting on 
Friday night proved unsuccessful 
but the night skies were brilliant. 
Some of us did some stargazing 
through Graham's telescope later 
that night. 


The bird list for the weekend was 
not as extensive as expected. 
Flame Robins were plentiful with 
large numbers around the camp. 
Olive Whistlers and Rufous 
Whistlers were calling strongly. 


All in all it was a: memorable 
weekend away, very relaxing , 
great company апа providing 
lasting memories of floral vistas of 
pink, white and blue amongst the 
snowgums. 


P.S Kitchen duties were shared 
with some sharing more than 
others. The next camp will award 
the most sharing group/family for 
their efforts. The authors are 
hoping for another good result at 
the next camp. 
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TIGER QUOLL SURVEY 
... Alison Watson 


Alan McMahon from the Friends of 
Baw Baw group has contacted us 
with a plea for assistance with an 
extensive survey for Tiger Quolls in 
the Baw Baw area on the weekend 
of the 20 -21 March. 


Volunteers are needed to lay hair 
tubes in 15 different areas, which 
have been identified as being 
possible Quoll habitat. It will 
involve either the Saturday or the 
Sunday and camping is available 
on Saturday night in the Erica area. 
Access to the survey sites is off 
track and experienced bush 
walkers will lead each small group. 


If you are feeling adventurous and 
would like to help out, see me at 
the meeting or ring me on 5229 
3488. 
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LIBRARY NOTES 


... Betty Moore 


Vale Jean Galbraith. 

Latrobe valley Naturalist Jan.’99 
has an article in memory of Jean 
Galbraith who passed away on the 
2nd January last, at the age of 92. 
She was a widely recognised 
botanist and well-known author and 
also a key participant in a meeting 
in Morwell in 1960 to establish the 
Gippsland (later Latrobe Valley) 
FNC. Most of our members would 
be familiar with at least some of 
Jean's work and be saddened at 
the loss of such a remarkable 
woman. 


The Harrier 

BOCA Conservation Network N/ 
letter Vol. 1 No, 1. This is a new 
publication and part of BOCA's 
conservation program 'Birds and 
Seaweed'. Records indicate that 
seaweed is a valuable component 
of bird habitat and there is concern 
that widespread harvesting may be 
permitted. Ап added problem 
would be habitat disturbance if 
heavy machinery was to be used. 


BOCA has formally objected to the 
proposal from the Urban Land 
Corporation to subdivide fourteen 
hectares of Ramsar designated 
land adjacent to the Werribee 
River into 78 residential blocks. 

Other subjects include the Glossy 
Black-Cockatoo, Land for Wildlife, 
proposed Shepparton by-pass, 
toxic bird seed, Stone-Curlews and 
the clearance of a rail reserve. 


Whirakee Dec 1998. 

Excursion Report on Terrick’s 
National Park апа  "*Fabian's 
Paddock” by John Lindner. What 
makes this report doubly interesting 
is the fact that Terricks only 
recently became a National Park 
and "Fabian's Paddock”, a 1220 
hectare block in the open plains 
country north-east of Terrick’s is 
soon to be added to the park. 


The Victorian Naturalist 
October and December editions 
are special issues commemorating 
the centenary of reservation of 
national parks at Mt Buffalo and 
Wilson’s Promontory. All aspects of 
these parks are covered in full 
detail by experts with many 
interesting old photographs. 
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BIRD OF THE MONTH 


... Valda Dedman 


Crested Tern 
Name Crested Tern Sterna bergii 


Description Grey above, white 
below, with black cap forming crest 
at nape. Bill yellow. Legs black. 
Long forked tail, short legs. Non- 
breeding: forehead mottled black 
and white. Juveniles mottled 
brown, forehead white, bill 
greenish-yellow. 


Similar Species Lesser Crested 
Tern (not found locally). 


Length 44-48 cm. wingspan 95 
cm-1.05 m. 


Voice Rasping ‘carrick’ or 
'kirrick". 


Food Mainly fish. 


Habitat Marine. Coasts and 
offshore, inshore waters. 


Range Coastal Australia, abundant 
in south. Also W. Pacific islands, 
east and SE Asia, and Eastern 
African coast. (Swift Tern). Not 
New Zealand. 


Geelong Resident. All bay and 
ocean coastal areas. Breeds Mud 
Islands, Oct to Jan. 


Nest Scrape on ground. Breeds in 
colonies often with other related 
species. 


LIII 


The Crested is our commonest 
tern. We often see it resting in 
company with Silver Gulls. 


It is easy to distinguish the two 
species. Silver Gulls are more 
bullet-shaped, less low-slung. 
Compared to them, Crested Terns 
appear to be crouching; their legs 
are significantly shorter. They are 
more wary than gulls; we don't 
encounter them begging for food 
among the picnic tables of Eastern 
Beach 

Their flight is more jerky and their 
wings narrower, more pointed and 
slightly longer than a gull’s. 


They usually roost on bare flat 
sandy areas, but may perch on 
posts or boats. Early this century 
Charles Belcher often saw them 
perched in winter on the wires at 
the baths at Eastern Beach . 


They feed from the surface to 1m 
deep in inshore waters, plunging 
and shallow plunging. Belcher 
sums up their method: 


"t is quite fascinating to 
watch one of these Terns 
fishing. With down-pointed 
bill he hovers over the 
stretch of bay he is working, 
eyes always Sharply on the 
lookout for a fish. There! he 
has seen one. Wings shut 
close to the sides, head first, 
the body shoots like a 
weighted grey arrow, and as 
it enters the water a little 


cloud of spray goes up. 
Presently out comes our 
friend with а fish, rarely 
visible, but certainly there, 
and even as he gulps it he is 
hawking again for fresh 
booty.” 


Crested Terns do not spear fish but 
grasp them in the bill. They tend to 
forage on rising tides, particularly 
in the early morning or late 
afternoon. During the 1997 
Challenge Bird Count a bird was 
observed catching a crab on the 
Point Lonsdale rock platform. 


Up to two months before laying 


birds gather in pre-breeding clubs 


outside the breeding area. Pair- 
formation, courtship and 


copulation occur at this time. They. 


may indulge in spectacular mating 
flights, spiralling upwards about 20 
metres apart, and accelerating to a 
height of 100-130 metres. They 
seem to touch, then fly in perfect 
synchrony, rising, falling or zig- 
zagging. In courtship on the 
ground, the two birds, crests erect 
and wings drooped, strut around 
each other, head to tail , in a tight 
circle, with short mincing steps. 


Crested Terns are colonial nesters. 
Their nest is a mere scrape on the 
ground in an area of little. or no 
vegetation, and usually only one 
egg is laid. It has blotches and 
scribbles all over by way of 
camouflage. Both adults incubate 
and feed the young birds, by 
regurgitation or carry fish to them 
in the bill. The downy young are 
ready to leave the nest at two days 
old, but may still be fed after they 
are able to fly. «°° ў 


Breeding starts at two years old. 
After breeding the birds disperse, 
and in autumn juveniles in the 
mottled brown plumage are often 
seen with adults on shorelines and 
sand spits. On 17 February | saw at 
least fifty terns in all stages of 
plumage huddled into the strong 
warm north wind with a similar 
number of Silver Gulls at high tide 
mark at Point Henry. 


Since 1966 Crested Terns 


“Wings shut close to the sides, head first, have bred successfully on 
the body shoots like a weighted grey arrow " Mud Islands. Predatory Silver 


Gulls, ready to snatch every 

opportunity to steal tern eggs 

have not prevented the colony 
from enlarging and ten years later 
1700 chicks were banded. Forty 
birds were reported breeding in 
September 1997 and in December 
700 chicks were banded. The 
colony is close to the Caspian Tern 
breeding site. 


Northern Australian colonies may 
be much larger, There are five 
Australian subspecies. Northern 
birds are smaller and darker. 
Gould separated them into two 
species and Belcher called the 
locals “Bass Straits Tern” and “Sea 
Swallow", a pretty name for an 
attractive bird. 
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A COLOURFUL BUG FROM THE O.G.N.R. 


(HEMIPTERA, COREOIDEA) 


by Dave King 


Unit 216/86 Church Street, Grovedale, 3216. 


Introduction 

During a session of sweep netting in the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve, as part of the ongoing 
invertebrate survey, a specimen of true bug was collected. It is an inconspicuous insect not 
normally observed amongst the grasses. A member of the suborder Heteroptera, which is 
divided into three divisions, two of which comprise mainly aquatic or semi-aquatic species. 
The subject species, Leptocorisa acuta, belongs to the family Alydidae which is included in the 
superfamily Coreoidea. 


Description 

To the naked eye L. acuta appears to have little in the way of splendour. Viewing under the 
microscope, however, reveals it to be a most colourful and elegant insect, immediately 
bringing one to imagine it designed by an Aboriginal artist. The colouring and patterning of the 
whole dorsal surface is an array of earth colours, arranged in ornate fashion, not adequately 
expressed in a black and white illustration. 


The L.acuta is a narrow and linear insect, the head being only slightly narrower than the thorax 
and abdomen. Legs are slender and relatively long. It is macropterous, that is having long 
wings, of which the proximal area (hemelytron) is hardened and the distal half membraneous. 
Relatively long antenna have four segments and no club on the final segment. 


Eyes are compound and two ocelli are present on head vertex. These ocelli are a brilliant ruby 
colour. Mouthparts, as in all true bugs, are modified into a rostrum. This rostrum is a beak-like 
process, used to pierce whatever host they pray upon. In the case of L. acuta it is grasses or 
similar monocotyledons. The Lepfocorisa.are reported to be pests of rice (Ahmal 1965). The 
rostrum is composed of two pairs of sclerotised stylets, one pair containing a salivary canal and 
the other pair a food canal. When feeding the stylets pierce the host's integument, one stylet 
exudes a salivary secretion containing predigestive enzymes and anti-coagulant. The other 
stylet forms a sucking tube to retrieve the liquid food. 


When in the non-feeding mode the rostrum is retracted beneath the head and prothorax, then 
when feeding the rostrum is erected vertically downward from the head and injected into the 
host. 


References 
Amhad. І, (1965). The Leprocorisinae (Heteroptera:Alydidae) of the world. Bull. 
Br. Mus. Nat. Hist. Ent. Suppl. 5: 1-156. 
Woodward T. E. et. al. (1970). Hemiptera. in The Insects of Australia, CSIRO, 
Melbourne University Press, Melbourne. 
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5mm 


Leptocoris acuta, Alydidae 


BIO-DIVERSITY GROUP MEETING - FEBRUARY 1999 
... Dennis Greenwell 


Our February meeting was a 'show'n'tell' and was somewhat delayed by a larger than usual administrative 
load. Having resolved our group's outstanding issues to everyone's satisfaction, the specimens were 
produced and the fun began. 


Our specimen table was extremely varied, even more so than is usual, and we had fish and lizards, beetles 
and bugs, birds and cicadas, lacewings and spiders and more. 


Ade had a collection of insects collected on his recent trip to New Zealand, all legal and declared at 
customs. Among them was a Huhu beetle, a very large longicorn, Cerambycidae. The Maori eat the wood- 
boring larvae and claim they taste like vanilla milk-shakes. This was not tested. 


Claire had a small fish collected at the Point Impossible reefs which we determined was one of the twenty 
species of Australian soles. Dave brought along several species of bugs (Hemiptera) trapped at the Ocean 
Grove Nature Reserve, and Ron had a curious egg shell, probably New Holland Honeyeater, from his 
garden. : 


Shirley had a comprehensive selection of the insect fauna of Hattah Kulkyne region which she and Les 
collected on a recent trip. Among them were some beautiful ground beetles, Carabidae, and Mantispid fly, 
Neuroptera, which closely resemble praying mantids. Les also had a road-killed Gang-gang cockatoo, a 
wonderful opportunity to examine one of these beautiful birds at close quarters. 

Next excursion: March 6, 7 and 8 - Apollo Bay. 


Next Meeting: March 24 - Bio-diversity of the Apollo Bay area. 
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THE INTERNET AND THE BUDDING NATURALIST 


by John James 


jwjamesQine.com.au 


Гуе been on the Internet for three weeks now, so with that breadth of experience, you will know that anything | 
have to say on the subject may need further examination. 


During the first week | quickly discovered that an enormous amount of time could be wasted following up 
unproductive leads, and ending up somewhat disappointed, to say the least. | will give you an example. On TV | 
saw an incredibly beautiful European bird called the wall creeper. The program did not give much detail, so | went 
to the computer, typed in ‘wall creeper’, and sat back waiting for action. It was not long in coming. Within seconds, 
three hundred and seventy three references, so | rubbed my hands with glee. But it was not to be - the first twenty 
or so referred to ivy and sundry garden creepers, various pop groups etc. Frustration! 


In desperation | went to my bookshelf and took down my Encyclopaedia Britannica and discovered about six lines 
on the bird, and its scientific name, Tichodroma muraria. Back at the computer, | typed in ‘Tichodroma muraria' 
and in about ten seconds flat received no references. Nothing! | couldn't believe it. What is wrong with it? Is it not 
what it's cracked up to be? Is it a case of the emperor's new clothes? For a week the computer lay idle. I'd come to 
the conclusion that nothing beats a good reference library in your new home or at a public library. 


But then in week three came a breakthrough! | discovered a book in the Colac library called ‘Homework on the 
Internet’ by Jeffrey D. Edwards, ISBN 0 646 298569. After ten minutes reading | found out all the things I'd been 
doing wrong. So, race back home, switch on the computer and a thrilling search for Tichodroma muraria, which 
took less than five minutes. There was even a picture of it - quite stunning, although, apparently, to appreciate its 
real beauty you must see it in motion. 


One of these days | will look up 'www.dogpile.com' and find out in which country it is to be found , and its current 
status, and then, maybe next century, if | save up, | may get to see it. If not, perhaps my grandchildren will get to 
see it in the following century. к 


I'm hoping that someone reading this will feel moved to write to the editor giving him a list of internet addresses 
which they have found useful in their search for information in the various fields of Natural History. 


0 
А FEW WEBSITES OF INTEREST 
by Ade Foster 


These sites are worth a look. 
They list a lot of links that may well see you disappear for months at a time if you check them all out. 


° Birds - Bird Australia Homepage http://avoca.vicnet.net.au/~birdsaus/index.html 

• Caterpillars - Caterpillars of Australian Moths and Butterflies - 

° http://linus.socs.uts.edu.au/~don/larvae/larvae.html 
° Environment - Otway Ranges Environment Network - www.oren.org.au/otindex.htm 

° Frogs - Victorian Frog Group - http;//www.frogs.org.au/ 

° Fungus - Fungimap Australia - http://calcite.apana.org.au/fungimap/fmapfram.html 

e General - Qld Museum - http://www.qmuseum.qld.gov.au/nature/naturewelcome.html 

D Plants - Society For Growing Australian Plants - http://home.vicnet.net.au/~sgapvic/ 

D Spiders - Arachnology Homepage - http://dns.ufsia.ac.be/arachnology/arachnology.html 
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destroyed. 


A Sobering Thought 


"The beauty and genius of a work of art may be re- 
conceived, though its first material expression be 


A vanished harmony may yet again inspire the com- 
poser, but when the last individual of a race of living 
beings breathes no more, another heaven and earth 
must pass before such a one can be again." 


An extract by William Beebe from Last of The 
Eskimo Curlews, contributed by Gordon McCarthy. 


March 1999. 15 


OBSERVATION REPORTS 


tree frog 


-- compiled by Barry Lingham. 


Observations were submitted by Ray Baverstock (RBa), Rohan Bugg (RBu), Craig Morley (CMo), Barry 
Lingham (BL), Robert Preston (RP), John Newman (JN), John Bottomley (JB), Jocelyn Calvert (JCa), 
Vernon & Joan Cohen (V&JCo), Marilyn Hewish (MHe),. Valda Dedman (VWD), Colin Goldberg (CGo), 


Laurie Drinnan (LD) 


Rohan Bugg supplied photographs of the Cape Gannet at Wedge Light. The distinctive black stripe down 


the centre of the neck could be seen. 


present in the bay for nearly 18 years. 


It was noted that this bird, or another of this species, has been 
Rohan also noted a breeding White-winged Triller at Mount 


Cotterrell. Few of these birds have been observed this summer. 


Magpie Geese are unusual in this area, except for some who originate from Serendip. The large flock 
seen by John and Jocelyn is certainly unusual for the Hospital Lake site. The sighting of several White- 
necked Herons is also interesting, as these birds have been generally absent from Geelong for the past 


few years. 


The wader count gave good numbers of Red-necked Stint. Large flocks have been noted at Lake Victoria 
and other sites. Most of these birds would be last year's young, so we expect to have big numbers in the 
winter count also, as the juveniles spend the first winter in the southern area. 


Marilyn noted a Red-capped Robin in the Long Forest. This patch of mallee often has interesting birds 
from the dry country present, including the Speckled Warbler. Marilyn also noted a Rufous Fantail passing 
through the OGNR. These autumn migrants often pass through the Geelong area from early March until 


April. This was an early record. 


Few observations of White-throated Needletails (Swifts to most people) have been recorded yet this year. 
Robert Preston saw a small group on 17/2/99. Keep a look out when there is an approaching cold front, as 


this is the best time of year to spot them. 


| am finding the latest copy of the Geelong Bird Report to be an invaluable aid to noting when and where to 
find particular species. | would encourage all members to make full use of this terrific publication. 


Cape Gannet 1 17-Dec-98 
Magpie Goose 15  6-Feb-99 
Plumed Tree Duck 2 1-Feb-99 
Australian Spotted Crake 1 7-Feb-99 

2 1-Feb-99 


Wedge Light RBu 
Hospital Lake JB, JCa 
Barwon Valley Funpark, Newtown LD 
Moolap Salt Works JN. CMO 
Avalon Salt Pans VC, JCo 


(Continued on page 16) 
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Pacific Heron 6 6-Feb-99 Епа of Baenchs Lane at Hospital Lake JB, JCa 
Royal Spoonbill 32  6-Feb-99 South Shore Hospital Lake. 
With 12 Yellow-billed Spoonbill JCa, JB 
Yellow-billed Spoonbill 12  6-Feb-99 South Shore Hospital Lake. With 32 Royal Spoonbill JCa, JB 
Red-necked Stint 5000 + 7-Feb-99 Lake Victoria BL 
Pied Oyster Catcher 9 21-Feb-99 Little River Mouth RP 
Red-kneed Dotterel 21  6-Feb-99 South shore Hospital Lake JB, JCa 
Hooded Plover 4 7-Feb-99 Lake Victoria. 2 adults and 2 juveniles. BL 
Arctic Jaeger 3 17-Dec-98 Wedge Light RBu 
White winged Black Tern 50+21-Feb-99 Little River Mouth BL 
Black Kite 1 4-Feb-99 Bacchus Marsh MHE 
Little Eagle 1  22-Feb-99 Werribee RBu 
Black Falcon 1 13-Feb-99 Anderson Road, Swan Bay West RMc, BH 
Gang Gang 1 15-Feb-99 Highton RBa 
6 3-Feb-99 North Valley Road VWD 
Lorikeet (sp) 8 17-Feb-99 Ocean Grove. 
Scaly-breasted(2) and Scaly-breasted x Musk cross 
and maybe a Rainbow x Scaly Breasted cross BL 
Musk Lorikeet 15 18-Jan-99 North Valley Road VWD 
Shining Bronze Cuckoo 1 20-Feb-99 Newtown CMo 
White-throated Needletail 20+17-Feb-99 Belmont RP 
Rainbow Bee-eater 10+13-Feb-99 You-Yangs VC, JCo 
Eastern Shrike-tit 1 26-Jan-99 Lara. CGo 
Speckled Warbler 2 28-Dec-99 Long Forest MHe 
4  21-Feb-99  Eynesbury - RBu 
New Holland Honeyeater 2 6-Jan-99 Nesting pair. Sitting 21/1. 2 chicks 12/2. VC, JCo 
Red-capped Robin 1 29-Dec-98 Long Forest. 
Immature with red forehead but no red on breast. MHE 
Crested Shrike-tit 1 6-Feb-99 Lara. In garden on pear tree. VC, JCo 
Rufous Fantail 1 21-Feb-99 Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. MHe 
Olive-backed Oriole 4  21-Feb-99 Eynésbury RBu 
White-winged Triller 1 31-Jan-99 Long Forest MHe 
3 4-Jan-99  Mt.Cottrell. 2 adults and 1 small chick in nest RBu 
Grey Butcher Bird 1 3-Feb-99 North Valley Road VWD 
Australian Magpie 1 21-Feb-99 Western Treatment Plant, Werribee. An albino. CMo 
Pied Currawong 1 6-Jan-99 North Valley Road VWD 
Raven sp 1 1-Feb-99 Lara, St Laurence park. Raiding sparrows nest. 
Ate one chick and flew away with two in its mouth CGo 
Diamond Firetail 6+ 21-Feb-99  Eynesbury RBu 
0 


Observations іп advance... 


Dennis Greenwell is off camping and he asked me what he might see in the heavens on Saturday March 6th. Since it 
is a good week, some other members may be interested too. 


Start looking from about 7.00 pm. (have a look earlier in the week in case Saturday is cloudy). 


With the naked eye, just above the horizon (setting at 8.36 pm) is the very bright Jupiter, our largest planet and above 
Jupiter (setting 9.00 pm) is the even brighter Venus. Above Venus (setting 9.45 pm) is Saturn. At the same time the 
constellation of Orion ( ог ‘The Hunter’, ‘The Dipper’ or ‘The Saucepan’) will be directly overhead Just as Venus is 
Setting (9.00 pm) the brightest and nearest star (not planet) Sirius will be directly overhead. 


For those with field glasses, the planet Mercury will set 30 minutes after the Sun so you may catch a glimpse. It will be 
about one third of the distance from Jupiter to the Sun. By Mar 9, Mercury and Jupiter will be together. Since Mercury 
is always very close to the Sun, wait until the Sun just sets and then try in the very bright part of the sky. You risk 
permanent damage to your eyes if you try this before the Sun has set. Mercury disappears very quickly so you must be 
quick. 


If you miss them, they will be in this alignment again in November, 2006. - Ed. 
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DISCLAIMER 


Responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions expressed in this magazine 
rests with the author of the article. ‘Geelong Naturalist’ may be quoted without 
permission provided that acknowledgment of the club and the author is made. 
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